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TO CAPITALIZE OR NOT TO CAPITALIZE
If William Shakespeare had been an accountant advocating capitalization of leases 




To capitalize, or not to capitalize, that is the question: 
Whether 'tis nobler in the mind to suffer
The slings and arrows of outrageous noncomparability 
Or to take arms against a sea of misinformations 
And by opposing end them. To capitalize-to footnote- 
No more; and by capitalizing to say we end 
The problem, and the thousand misinterpretations 
That a footnote is heir to. ’Tis a remedy 
Devoutly to be wished. To capitalize-to footnote- 
To footnote-perchance to informs ay, there's the rub! 
For in that footnote what information may come 
When we have shuffled it to obscure position 
Must give us pause. There's the respect 
That makes past conventions of so long life.
For who would bear the ills of footnotes, 
The accountant's wrong, the investor's delusion, 
The pangs, of distortion, the law’s delay, 
The indifference of authorities, and the spurns 
That logic endures of the unworthy accountant 
When he himself might his position make clear 
With a capitalized asset? Who would these inadequacies bear, 
To mislead and distort under such an accounting procedure. 
But that the dread of something after capitalizing- 
The undiscovered future, to whose values 
No accountant goes-puzzles the mind, 
And makes us rather bear those ills we have 
Than fly to others that we know not of?
Thus conservatism does make cowards of us all, 
And thus the balance sheet
Is sicklied o'er with the pale cast of inadequacy 
And accountants of great thought and practice 
With this regard their currents turn awry 
And lose the name of action—Soft you now! 
The conservative accountant!-ln all writings 
Be thy sins rememb'red.
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